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Coral Gables — Virtual Historic City &
Unearthing St. Augustine’s Colonial Heritage

» What do these projects have in common?

o They were both built upon existing collections and partnerships

o They were initiated by a drive to increase user access through new
modes of discovery

o They both reach new audiences through cross-discipline content,
discoverable through a single interface

o They were both built on a common software platform, SobekCM
(developed by UF), furthering the technical collaboration between
FIU and UF




Coral Gables — Virtual Historic City

O

Partnerships

o City of Coral Gables, City Hall and the Hu ‘
Coral Gables Historical Resources I S Ce nte r
Department - since 2005 FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY

* Florida International University Digital Architecture
Collections Center (DCC) + The Arts

e Florida International University pronpR INTEN I oN L UNIvERerTY =
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) e
Department

e Florida International University
Department of Landscape Architecture

e University of Florida Digital Collections
UMIVERSITY .:l_f

(UFDO) UF FLORIDA

The Foundation for The Gator Nation



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/1/10/Seal150.png

Coral Gables — Virtual Historic City
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» Project Background

o Project plans to incorporate multiple collections from the
South Florida Region

o Advisory Board consisting of museum professionals,
archivists, library professionals, GIS experts, architects, city
officials, etc.

o Coral Gables funding of initial project scope

O Successes, new partnerships, and expanding the project
~ NEH and IMLS grant proposals have been submitted




History of Collaboration

Coral Gables Memory — http://coralgables.fiu.edu/

ON OF ARCHIVAL LIBRARY & MUSEUM MATERIALS

State University Libraries of Florida

PUBLICA
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SEARCH COLLECTION

ABOUT THE Coral Gables Memary is a collection of visual and textual materials representing archival and museum
COLLECTION artifacts documenting the history, culture, architecture and people of Coral Gables Florida. Materials for
digitization have been provided by Coral Gables' Historical Resources Department, the City Clerks'
TECHNICAL ASPECTS Office and the FIU Libraries.
COPYRIGHT Afocal point of this collection is the digital photo album of images donated to the City of Coral Gables, BROWSE COLLECTION
INFORMATION Flerida by Kerdyk Realty. The photographs, which document homes and business structures, were
- A T made mainly in the 1940s. TALKING BOOK
CONTACT US

Other Materials included in Coral Gables Memory comprise minute books, published works, postcards,
and more. These will be of interest to students and teachers, researchers, genealogists, tourists, and
the interested citizenry.

RELATED RESOURCES

A Sub-collection of Miami Metropolitan Archive
{ Coral Gables Memary | Publication of Archival Library & Museum Materials
| & Copyright 2007 Florida Intemational University Libraries, Al rights reserved. Please send questions and comments to: dec@fiu.edu



http://coralgables.fiu.edu/

The Talking Book

The Talking Book is

an online interactive
book, which focuses

on the people, places, and
events that shaped the
City of Coral Gables in its
early history.

The project has two parts.
The first is a narrative
telling the story of the
City's history. The second
Is a database of
photographs, texts,

and ephemera related to
the City.

HOME « ABOUT ¢ CONTRIBUTORS * RESOURCES ¢ CORAL GABLES MEMORY « SEARCH PALMM COLLECTION

Coral Gables Memory ~ Talking Book
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The Great Depression and the
WPA

There is no way to quantify how many
individuals have come to South Florida looking
for a fresh start, but no doubt that such promise
has always been part of the area’s appeal. In
1898, shortly after Henry Flagler extended his
railroad southward from Palm Beach and the
City of Miami was born, Solomon Merrick, a
Congregationalist minister at the Old Plymouth
Church in Duxbury, Massachusells, sat in his
snowbound Cape Cod home mourning the loss
of his young daughter Ruth to pneumonia.
The streets outside were veritable canyons
of ice, and Ruth was among 40 residents who
succumbed to the disease in the past week. So
many had died and the weather was so bad that
many victims lay still unburied.

‘When an old friend came to pay his respects
and mentioned to the elder Merrick that he
had just returned from Florida, a place which
he described in terms that would make Marco
Polo’s tales secem tame, Merrick had heard
enough. He and his wife Althea both suffered
from Quinsy, a chronic form of rheumatism
exacerbated by the harsh New England climate,
and they had five other young children — how

<< previous

Solomon Merrick made inquiries and learmed
that a quarter section (160 acres) of farmland
some five miles southwest of the 500-person

many more might they lose in the frigid winters
to come?

Althea Merrick
Clty of Coral Gables Historlcal Resources Department

next >>

gl Text read by Ed Williams




A great benefit of online
publishing is the ability for
users to make connections
with additional
information sources.

The majority of the work
performed by the Digital
Collections Center at FIU
Is the digitization and
dissemination of primary
source materials
(photographs, rare texts,
ephemera, oral histories,
etc.)

The talking book provided
an opportunity to make
these materials available
in a way that delivers
context for the user, and
allowing them to venture
on an information
discovery path.

Coral Gables Memory ~ Talking Book
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Text read by Ed Williams

The Talking Book provided context
to the existing digital collection.



http://digitool.fcla.edu/R/K5P6GMGNK4BH43BICQUX1GX8KFHMFREJLD2NLHSUMCECD5UJV4-01717?func=search-advanced-go&find_code1=WRD&request1=FA00000002

Existing Digital Collections

Coral Gables

Photographs 1940s — 1950s 5,000+
Homes
Historical
Photographs People/Places/E  1920s — 180+
Coral Gables vents
Memory Postcards,
Ephemera Booklets, 1920s — 10+

Advertisements
Minute Books

Texts 1925 — 1952 20+
and other
Metropolitan Texts pr ’ 1930s — 6
. Advertising,
Archive :
Housing




Architecture




Aerial Views
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Historic Landmarks







Popular Culture
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Fashion




ME:—BILTMORE HOTEL, CORAL GABLES, FLA,




Legislative Minute Books

MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEBTING OF
THE GITY COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY
OF GORAL GABLES - uay lst, 1925,

The vity vommissioners of the uity of uoral wables,
met pursuant to the provisions of the iunicipal uharter,
ineorporating said city, at the Administration suilding,

~ in the uity of voral wables, rlorida, which was tem-
porarily designated as the uity nmall. said meeting was
held at 12 o'clock noon, the 1lst day of umay, 4. D. 1925,

A1l or the members of the Uity Gommission were present.

beorge L. serriek
Ldward L. Dammers
telfair knight
ve F.o psaldwin
¥. W. Webster

Mr. veorge k. Merrick was nominated and unani Ay
elected as remporary vhairman of the meeting. mr. sdwin
G, pishop was requested to perform the duties of ulerk.

e Rt sy it Tl gpias ooy & ooms
erore meeting was the election of a umayor for the
City of voral uables. m 1 _q}‘g with due formalil
in compliance rovisions of the . :
les, rlorida. Upon motion
e

v

sly carried, it was moved that the nominations be
and the vlerk passed the unanimous ballot of the

Tt e

1 ving been r aco lished, wr. Merrick resigned

thio Uit vo ur. siwrs . Jssasee. e soliae e L
of uayor. N
_ the uayor thereupon announced tiat it was now in

to tornlil;y aceept the Uity uharter ineorporati '

or voral uvables. uwr. sishop, as ulerk, was the

‘directed to read same for the information of

thls paving been done, said uity vherter was

and adopted as a ity Charter for 'said uity




New Resources

Create audio narratives for the Coral Gables 48 landmark descriptions and associated audio
Virtual Tour, which include information about

the city’s historic landmarks

Add geospatial metadata and standardize 5000+ records, 10000+ files

temporal metadata of existing collection (Kerdyk

residential photographs as well as other digital

objects)

Digitize content for the collection (photographs 732 photographs, 1000+ files

and other ephemera) held at the Coral Gables
Historical Resources Department as well as
textual materials

23 books, pamphlets, etc.

Digitize maps held at the University of Miami 14
Digitize aerials from 1920s and on 10
Test load items into current beta digital 100 records

repository system




GIS Data

O

Historical Aerial Photographs 1920’s — 2010 at 25 Year Intervals

Sanborn Maps 1899 — 1924 Property Parcels, Streets,
Building Outlines

Historical Maps 1880-1920 Landmarks and Streets

(with Streets and Landmarks)

Vegetation Data 1820’s — Vegetation

Census Historical/Municipal Boundaries Census Places; Census Tracts from 1970 On
and Census Boundaries

NOAA Historical Hurricane Data 1926 -




Audience

O

architects
urban planners

entrepreneurs
environmental analystshistorians

communityk-1ig students

policy administrators businesses
educators south florida




Functionality

O

» Temporal tool
o sliding time bar

» Spatial tool
o display of search results on Google maps
o geo-locate all historic archive items

» Overlay tool

o scanned and rectified historical maps can be dragged onto Google
Maps interface

o transparency can be adjusted to see changes take place over time

* Virtual tour

O routing tool connects one or more historic landmarks, which has
audio, text and photos imbedded

* 3D models
o historic landmarks




Search & Discovery

|Please enter the conditon here. |m

Complete File Information:

Title:Bitmore Re-opening Letter
Author:
Contributor:
CreateDate:8/31/2012 7:07:52 PM
Description:
Format:
. Identifier:
Publish Place:undefined
Publish Year:1926
Right:undefined
N .Coral Gables (Fla.)—History.
Subjects: . i Biitmare Hotel & Country Cub.
Type:Book
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3D models
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Beta Version Demo
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A Map Through Time
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Jamie Rogers
Assistant Director of Digital Collections
rogersj@fiu.edu

Jennifer Fu
Head of GIS and DCC
fujen@fiu.edu

Boyuan (Keven) Guan
Lead GIS Programmer
bguan@fiu.edu
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