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“This is an extraordinary addition to our collection,” said Laura Probst, FIU Dean 
of Libraries. “We are proud to be the custodians of this rich collection of the 
family and cultural history of Cuba and its diaspora. Our long-term vision is to 
create a public Center for Cuban Genealogy, but need support from the 
community to make this a reality.” 

http://library.fiu.edu/AboutUs.aspx
http://library.fiu.edu/AboutUs.aspx




 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Lourdes del Pino  
begins the arduous task  

of alphabetizing  
the genealogical charts. 





 

Plane tickets, taxi cab receipts, decades-old 
credit card receipts, laundry bills, kleenex 
box seals as book-marks, supermarket and 
pharmacy receipts, vet bills....  We threw 
away a few recycling bins full of that stuff. 

45 more boxes to go!  



In one of those junk-trashing frenzies we thought 
we had thrown away an important paper and had 
to turn the bin over and almost crawl inside to 
retrieve it.   

It turned out to be ..... JUNK! 
 



We began separating the papers, 
books, periodicals and copies of books 
and putting them in a very preliminary 
order on the tables just to figure out 
what we had to work with.   
 
Once we had opened about a dozen 
boxes, we more or less knew what 
categories to divide the papers into 
and the organization began in earnest. 
 



Somewhere in here is my 
husband’s grandmother.  I 
just have to sort it all out. 

We now began to 
separate the 
genealogies and 
papers into boxes.  
 
We organized the 
papers into 
categories and began 
the scanning process.   
 



 

Examples of the remarkable work from Lourdes Del Pino  
& Mariela Fernandez that was accomplished in the past two years: 



Alberto Ferrer-Vaillant was the 
Historian of Camaguey and an avid 
genealogist.  He had unlimited access 
to civil and church records therefore 
his genealogies were extremely 
accurate. 



Family Tree Drawing 



This is a sample of the information 
and documents that people sent 
EHM along the years, either at his 
request or so that he would help 
them trace their ancestry using 
the books, files and unpublished 
sources he had. 
 



Copy of a manuscript detailing 
the genealogy of the first families 
of Santiago de Cuba 
 
This family in Philadelphia had a 
manuscript that began in the first 
half of the XVI century by the son 
of one of Diego Velázquez' fellow 
colonists and founder of the very 
first Cuban "Villas", Hernando de 
Castro.  
 
Three copies were made and this 
is a transcription of the book.  This 
document is a treasure because it 
is probably the only glimpse that 
exists of life in the early years of 
Santiago de Cuba.   
 
In terms of genealogical value it is 
extremely important because early 
church and civil records of 
Santiago were destroyed in several 
pirate attacks. 
 



Pedigrees 
 
Enrique would take the information 
given to him and he would 
elaborate  these pedigrees.   
 



Lourdes del Pino 

Mariela Fernandez 

Fr. Sanchez 

Gina Chin Fatt 

      

 Credits 



 Haiti: An Island Luminous 

 
 Guided tour of Haitian history 

 

 Historical context for materials 
 

 Graduate Student led project 
 

 dLOC administrative and technical support 
 

 Commentaries by external experts 
 

 English, French and Haitian Creole 
 

 In-kind support and external funding 















Why choose open, collaborative models 

Openness matters for the digital humanities for reasons of interoperability, discovery, usability 

and reusability...[Resources] can be mixed and mashed up and others can add value to them.  
 

Borgman, C. (2009) ‘The digital future is now: a call to action for the humanities’, Digital Humanities Quarterly 3(4): 1–30. 



Skills for successful collaboration 

[Digital Humanities] research typically involves the need to coordinate efforts 

between academics, undergraduate and graduate students, research assistants, 

computer programmers/developers, librarians, and other individuals as well as the 

need to manage financial and other resources. 

Siemens L. 'It's a Team If You Use "Reply All": an exploration of research teams in digital 

humanities environments. Literary & Linguistic Computing 2009;24(2):225-33. 

 

Establish goals and responsibilities 
 

Know the team culture / sub-culture 
 

Face time to build relationships 
 

Define communication strategies 
 

Recognize financial and in-kind collaborations 
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