
A Trip to Florida  
for Health and Sport: 

 the Lost 1855 Florida Novel 
 

Comunicación y Gerencia 

Wenxian Zhang 
Rollins College 

Society of Florida Archivists Annual Meeting  
Tallahassee, 2013 



Table of Contents & Chapter 1 

 
 



Family Tree of Cyrus P. Condit 
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Genealogy of Cyrus P. Condit 
• Ancestor John Condit immigrated from Wales and died in 

Newark, NJ in 1713 
• Second John Condit (1701-1783) was the grandson of 

the senior John Condit,  and Cyrus’ great-great-
grandfather 

• Third John Condit (1766-1803) was Cyrus’ grandfather, 
who died at 36 in Savannah, Georgia 

• Cyrus married Sarah J. Champlin (1834-1889) on May 
23, 1855 and lived in Newark, New Jersey 

• The couple had two daughters, Agnes Louise Condit 
(1856-?) and Sarah Adeline Condit (1858-1950) 

• Cyrus passed away at age 30 on Jan. 30, 1861 
 



Frederick W. Dau 
• Graduate of US Naval 

Academy 
• Editor of Mortgage 

Reporter, and New York 
Social Blue Book 

• Businessman, collector & 
historian 

• Friend of A. J. Hanna 
• Donated the manuscript 

to Rollins in 1955 



Florida in 1855 
 

 



Along the St. Johns River 



C. P. Condit’s Florida 

 



Florida’s Nature Landscape 



Florida Historical Society Press 



Archival Research & Publication: 
What I Learned So Far … 

• Research is HARD WORK. 
• Research is VERY TIME-CONSUMING. 
• Make realistic and firm goals for yourself. 
• Keep on with your professional readings. 
• Work on something that you enjoy, if possible. 
• Write something related to your work. 
• Keep your eyes open for new opportunities. 
• Establish professional contacts. 

 

You will have a great sense of accomplishment when 
your work is in print! 

 



A Winter in the Sunshine 

 
Shanghai University Press, 2012 



Publication & Reception  
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