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BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE INTEENAL IMPROVEMENT TEUST FUND

A Brief History

Florida became a state in March 3, 1845 and by right of its soversignty zained title to the waterbottoms of
all the mﬂemhndmwﬂhnﬂnm s boundaries.

There were several federal land grants to the State of Flonda in the years after statehood The major
Erants are as follows:

Act of Congress dated September 4, 1541, granted to every mew state admitted to the Union 500,000 acres
of “Infernal Improvement Lands Proper™ for purposes of infemal improvemsnt, i e, transportation and
commmunication (reads, railvoads, and canals) The governing body established in 1851 to admingster
these lands was the Board of Internal Improvement. Also, by virtue of statehood, the Act of Congress
dated March 3, 1845 E;:ﬂmlﬂ,lﬁﬂmof“?-mﬂm’y[mﬂs to be used for two semunanes of learmmg,
mezstufﬂnSnwmeRnlE and one west (present day Unmversity of Flonda and Flonda State
Umiversity, respectively.) The state was granted appromimately 1 000,000 acres consisting of every
sixteenth section in every township as “School Lands Proper™, k)bemedbyﬂl&nﬂlilﬂzﬁﬁufez:h
towmship to suppeort a school. A separate gpovernment body admimistered these lands, and eventunally it
was called the State Board of Education, and later the State Department of Edocation. Lastly, in the same
Act of Conpress, eight sections of land were granted to the state for the pwpose of fiming a seat of
government. The State of Flonda was granted 20 438,253.17 acres of Swamp and Ohverflowed Lands by
Add'CmguzdihdSqtm]retzﬂ 1850. These lands were deteroumed by the U5, suwrveyors o be
“wmet and unfit for cultivation™, that 1s, they were described as owver 50% “swamp mn character™. The
Govermnor selected the lands, mdw]mamnvul,ﬂnﬁ!k:lgnmpﬂmhdﬂnlmd;mﬂleshh

In 1851, another Board of Infernal Improvement was established fo admmdster all the swamp and
overflowed lands. Finally mn 1855, both boards were replaced by the new Tmstees of the Intermal
Improvement Fund, today’s Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trost Fund of the State of
Flonda (BOT) consisting of the Governor and Cabinet, fo administer the mternal improvement lands, as
well as, the swamp and overflowed lands and the resulting monies from the disposition of same_

Act of Congress dated May 17, 1856, granted 2,220,779.02 acres of land to the State of Florida for the
pupose of ading m the constuchon of railroads. This grant mcluded every alternate sechion of land
designated by odd numbers, for six sechions in width on each side of each rmlroad line and branch
mentioned m said Act.

Title to soversignty submerged lands was granted by the State Legislature i 1913, 1915, 1917, and 1919
to the BOT with awthority to sell and convey.

The Butler Act of 1921 dmested title and other interest in certain submerged lands lying i navigable
waters adjacent to uplands m the direchion of the channel wnthout obstuctng said channel,
upon filling or permanently mmproving said lands by the ripanan upland owner. Later repealed.

The Mwphy Act of 1937 authorized statutory forfeiture of lands for non-payment of taxes. The lands,
described in the resulting counfy tax sale certificates that had not been redeemed by June 9, 1939, were
wested in the State of Flonida with the BOT administermg the sale of lands.

The Bulkhead Act of 1957, among other things, repealed the Builer Act of 1921 for Dade and Palm Beach
Counties.
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OUT WITH THE OLD AND .

.. A NEW PRIME MERIDIAN

MARKER: REFLECTIONS ON A NEW HISTORY

BY DR. JOE KNETSCH. ROBERT BECK P.L.5, AND LAMAR EVERS H LS.

In case you have nol heard, the Gascades Park, where
the ariginal Prime Merldian and Basis Parallel Marker is
located, is getling a huge faceifl As part of the renova-
tion, the monument set in 1925 has been removed and is
now housad in front of the FSMS office. There will be a
new Prime Meridian Marker pul in its place which wil fea-
ture the names of the L. 5. Depuly Surveyors and lhe Sur-
veyors Ganeral of Florida, This recognition of these brave
and intrepid men is long overdue.  Given e shuggles
they faced on the Florida frortier, complete with hreaten-
ing Nafive Americans, alligatars, malara, yellow fever and
a myriad of bifing insects and “epliles, il i just shor of &
miracle thal the sureys were cormpleled with, 1o e mos!
parl, fefalive acoUracy. A3 SvEry PICPEMy owner Shoulkd
realize, it is this early work thzt delineztes their land to this
day. The face-ift to this central park ares and the new
monument should become a center piece {o any Talahas-
see visit by our cobleagues and friends.

Back in 1868, J. H. Hawes, one fime principal clerk in
the General Land Office in Washington, described in his
Manual of Uiniter! Stales Surveping the main ingredients 1o
establishing an inifial point for all surveys. He wiote: “The
firsd step in procesding lo eslablish a meridian and base
line, will be to selesl some prominent natural land-mark
cormeniant ta the locality where e earliest surveys will ba
neaded, for an inilizl or starfing-poirt. An isolated, wel-
defined mountain, or the painl of confluence of wo rivers
alford favorable objects for the purouse indicaled, I these
are nol fo be found, some other prominent natural object
should be scught for” Well, Tallzhassee has no major
rivers flowing threugh it and mountaing are in sherl supply
in Florida ganeralty. 5o the site near the 51 Augusiine
Branch down the hil from the newly esfablished capital
was chosen instead. From all indications the first marker
was made of native wood, most dkely cedar or cypress
There is no mentior of = stone or rack monument in the
earliest recorde. As noted i~ the March 2000 article in The
Florids Surveyor, the first monument was set by George
Walton, then the acting gavemnar for the Ternitany. The firsd
govemor, William Pope Duval, was In St Marks negotial-
ing with the local Mative Americans and Robert Bubler, e
first Surveyor Genersl, was only recenily appointed and
shill in Tennessee af the time. 1 is from this point that Ben-
jamin Clements was charged with running the Prime Me-
ridian and the Basis Parallel to the west. Charles C. Stone
was conlacted with to run the Basis Parallel 1o the east
Trom the: inilial point. SBoth Stone and Clements were very
experienced sUrveyors.

Of course, there have been a faw myths and lots of sio-
nies aboul the establishment of the Prime Meridisn Markes
and the inilial lines rur from A One of the favorites of Tal-
lahassesans is that the sione marker fell off the wagon
dalivering it at least two hundred yards short of is desfina-
Bon. As noted above, this is highly unlikely since the ongl-
nal marker was probabdly made of durabie wond ard ny
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history corner | ty Joe Knetsch, PhD, Lamar Evers, PLS, and Rabert Beck, PSM

A New Prime Meridian
Marker for Florida
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Dr. Cob.

“Fhe lncloged etter From Cen), Hovston has this momen | beeo handed me
by M. Paiton Anderson, and | tak the l'lb(:rl) L el 110 you for vaer conyideralion. Dr. Col
This will be handed you By Leroy May Esqgr
. ) ) ) who waits upon you to abtain employment
wis nat desorving owever Thelieve yeu recallee. Col, Wartin, hie wes with us on the as & surveyor in Flodda. Mr. May has been
Seminele compaipgn & I believe w OGricans ho was with me in the Creck Campaigns, 1 employed as & surveyor under Col. _ﬂndefscﬂ
& Genl Coffee. The enclosed letter is from
Judge tsaacs, @ prosecutor friend of mine
) & is now a member of Congress; The Judge is
Lam raspectfully vr. driend . & man tz ke relied an; and all he has said
Aundrew Jackson in faver of Mr May I have no daukt but he
I ) meant (70 Should you net have engaged all
yaur deputies. | am certain fram information,
that Mr flay can be relied on as & comrect
surveyor and as such | introducs him
to you. | am Sir being respectiully
yr frigrd
Andrew Jacksen
Saturday July 17" 1824

1 am sure Coat Sl Sdartin of Williamson would not recomnmend & younp Centleman wheo

have prear coafidence in him as o men ol ueth,

Anaust 13" 1824

Col. Kabt. Butler

Cal. Robert Butler

MNefe: Thig is an yroficisf transeription of the letter on file in vault.
March 2070 Kathy Miklus




Nashviile
13t Aug 1824

. Dear Sir
The bearer W Patton Anderson
has been recommended to me by Col.
Willtam Martin of Williamson, i1 whom [
have unbounded confidence; W Anderson
wishes to obtain the situation of Deputy Surveyor
under you. [ am informed that W A's
qualifications arc very respectable, and
that he has been engaged Surveying
under W. Bright of Fayetteville Tenn.

W Anderson is a young man without
resources, except those depending wpon
his qualifications, and industry; If it is
practicable for you to render him any
service consistent with your arrangements
Tam aware thal you have every disposition
to paironize young men withent fortune.

I atn truly
your friend
Sam Houston

ol Robt Butler

ADWIGE
Wel,--lettars & Reports to Sur. Cen., Vol, 3

Fage 80

Jubio Jackson aihs Sur. Gov. to say Lo the young
men in the office to "hewsze of the widders."
Dated July 11th 1859, from Tampa,
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Vol.~-Field Noces, Yol. 220 . i ZHDEANS (Problems with)
Fage 31 Vol,~-Field Notas, Vel, 27
i Dage 324
" ' E,
W, L, Aptharp sestes, "rd ulle Bast on 5, By B, Ear reports in the =urvey of TL3E, HISE dated
Sec. W14 4R 26 I}...43.00 to round pond | 1835 while survejing the Eazt klae of Soc 27
- ; : Y runni PR i
surrounded by bay ané epress ey, impraeti- erub E.85 At this plose a parey ob  Iedteas !
cable. Pond foll of momaireus aligatars, fired on o & oF mwn. Thelr €osvign Was £6 Kill
- ine, " . Tothey had pFeviossly rhrentsned ke sheot me if
Counted fLfty and topped=-Rellnquished line, I did not guit suyrvoving there. & bail etruck a
Tated 1575, t¥ee, againet which I waas seaning at the time,
wille my compzss, (hoodle) waz gicting, hot €
inches frem mo. 62,50 came o lake Ker and
_ marked a fore & aft cabbage palaetto.,,®




DEELCHONER, Shaie

Val.-=Field Hotes, Vol. 31
bage 171

Surveyar Joaeph Wright ir 1825 says:

Lipok, abroad il natuke,

Ta the range of Flanets and addmuantine spherss,
and thizk 0! wan of the deklockney Swamps.

Por Bthiopia's wilds and Avabla's Descbts

D2 rot equal tham;

Laneuage there inferiority,

Falles to edprasa,

LTI (Reports of)

Ygl,=-Fleld Hotec, ¥ol, 34
Page 113

Goa. WacKay veports in his notes in the 1844 sur=
vey of Soulh Baundary of T30s, R3%, "Camped on
Coast may § xefreshing breese delightful bath--
anid racks & spars--platks—barrels and bottics?




CHOCTARHATCHER

Vpol.==Fiald Wotea, Wol. H7
Fage 204

Surveyor Jozeph Wright in 1325 saye:

The werter is badf an ace 1s the brad
In this hera raghid swocpe

0f tha Chootawhables

Whaxr louss and nmrskesbels

and rags and Allegeatours

Bhounde all Arcunde

By ywou caut pull off yore Brichez.

' HORSEFLY

vel.--7Tleld Motee, Vol. 84

Page 154

Reported 1n Gea, MaoKay's notes of West Roundary
of T30z, KiPa, V"large herassly 3 ¢ ol an inch
long=-putragecus——gwarmed opon pule and bied her
to death, Sawed horgee by rubbing them with tar
and alligator oll mixed. May 17th ZE8a4,% '




INSTRUCTIVE INFORMATION
RELATIVE TOQ

(AL SURDIVIRIONS AMD PLA
OF
PUBLIC LAND BURVEYS

Prepared under direction of
’ L.P. Berthrang
Higf &f Draffing Div.




BTLDS (Board of Trustees Land Document System) Website:

Access at http/Stlhdslhweb dep.state. FlLusy ar via vweww . myflorida . com by the

following steps:

Click an "Find an Agency”™” tahb

Click an “Enwviron. Protection™

Click on Wwebsite: wwiw.dep. state.fl.us

Choaose *State Lands™ from the Programs drop dowen list;

Click an “Crivision of State Lands®

Click on "Links and Resouwurces™ amdor Ckuick Lirkes

Click oo Baard of Trustass Land Documeant Systam (BTLDS}

(apenda Doowments, the BTLES GIS map ste and access Lo LAGIMS are available herel

SRR

BTLDS LAND DOCUMNEMT SEARCH
Choose DMHCURMENT TYPE: (Drop down categoeries such as: AMNY or a specific document type if
krnowsn)

You can ssarch for several types of imnstrurmiens:s by: Ehe instrument (§i.e. dead] number; the
date of the document; granmtor/grantee name; Section-Township-Ramge; snd/or coumty
recording book or volume Humber & page number.

Londer FA07 the abbrosiarions te the docirnent depes eam e faand. 15 o should cxporicnec
any technical prablems wits the site, or Find any ercors in the dota please see Contact s,

Wow mar alse contact Sarmantha Mercer ot Title and lland Recods Section at (8540 245-2T7HH
itk guestions concorming The docurnenii-

LABIMNS {(Land Boundary Information Systaem ) Website

Accass at httpSfdata. lebins . org 2003 or via www labins. org by the fallowing
steps:
Under "Survey Data™
Chock o “Land Records™
Click on “Geaneral Land Office [(GLO) Early Records (Towrnship Plats, Survey Notes &
LSurwvey Instructions™




W o .
¢ AFFAL AcimER
aw

b

g

|




	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12

