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The term "Franco-American" refers specifically to people of Québécois 
and Acadian heritage living in the United States. 

● Composed of rural francophone settlements in 
northern Maine that date back to the 
eighteenth century and communities of French 
Canadians who started immigrating to 
industrial New England towns in the late 
nineteenth century, Franco Americans 
constitute the largest concentration of French 
speakers in the United States. In New England, 
Franco Americans account for up to 26% of 
state populations.

● According to the US census, respondents 
claiming Canadian/French/French Canadian 
ancestry constituted 24% of Vermont, 26% of 
New Hampshire, 25% of Maine, 16% of Rhode 
Island, 8% of Massachusetts, and 11% of 
Connecticut populations. 





"When at the French consulate in 

Boston, I had applied for a visa to 

study in France, I wrote in the space 

on the form where ‘nationality’ was 

asked for, ‘French,’ for that is what I 

thought my nationality was" (78). 







● A. Poulin Papers and BOA Editions Records
Yale Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library

● American Life Histories: Manuscripts from the Federal Writers' Project, 
1936 to 1940

Library of Congress
● Edouard Du Buron Papers, 1937-1993

Archives of American Art
● Jack Kerouac Collection, 1948-1880

Harry Ransom Center, University of Texas at Austin
● "Le français dans le Connecticut"

CIHM Monograph Collection, University of Alberta Libraries
● Alida Perreault Papers

UMass Amherst Libraries Special Collections and University Archives
● Adélard Lambert et ses collectes

Répertoire du patrimoine culturel du Québec, Gouv. du Québec

Examples of Disparate In-Scope Items & Collections

https://archives.yale.edu/repositories/11/resources/1703
https://collections.ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/20002:860130717
https://collections.ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/20002:860130717
https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/edouard-du-buron-papers-6206
https://norman.hrc.utexas.edu/fasearch/findingAid.cfm?eadid=00068
https://archive.org/details/cihm_75946
http://findingaids.library.umass.edu/ead/mums808
https://www.patrimoine-culturel.gouv.qc.ca/rpcq/detailInventaire.do?methode=consulter&id=2314&type=inv




https://explore.chicagocollections.org/
https://explore.chicagocollections.org/
https://www.digitaltransgenderarchive.net/
https://www.digitaltransgenderarchive.net/
https://www.collegewomen.org/
https://www.collegewomen.org/
https://www.umbrasearch.org/
https://www.umbrasearch.org/




Sustainability



Sustainability
● Post-custodialism - stewardship & expertise

● Consortium - https://facconsortium.org 

● Fundraising - $1.9 million in grants
- collaborative solicitation

 
● Curriculum - 2 courses & 4-8 interns / year

● Cataloging - improving descriptive access

https://facconsortium.org




Growth & Evolution



Growth & Evolution

● Remote labor - distance connections
● Teacher guides - curriculum integration
● Exhibits - creative outlets
● Digitization - access & preservation
● Accession - 2-3 inquiries per month
● Support - small institution hosting 
● Contributors - 2-3 institutions per month
● Outreach - regional promotion

 



Florida?











"Floribec has been part of the collective imagination of the 
Quebecois for nearly 50 years. Over time, a movie, a novel, 
advertisements and news reports played an important part 
in establishing the greater Miami region as the destination 
of choice for Quebec tourists….Motels, restaurants, 
convenience stores, lawyers, and other services for winter 
residents appeared, creating a Floribecois community, 
where the lifestyle and economy were largely based on the 
ever-present Quebecois tourists, visiting for a week or for 
several months. The result was a French-speaking 
community outside Quebec, distinct from other 
French-speaking communities in North America." (from 
"Floribec: Quebec in the Tropics," by Rémy Tremblay)
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Thank you

https://francoportal.org

https://facconsortium.org

jacob.albert@maine.edu 
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Session Title
Franco American Digital Archives: A case study in collaborative post-custodial stewardship across North American 
institutions

Session Abstract
Franco American Digital Archives/Portail franco-américain is a subject-based online portal to archival materials from 
the French-Canadian and Acadian diaspora in the US Northeast. This project was funded by the National Endowment 
for the Humanities and University of Maine, and was developed by a five-university collaborative called the Franco 
American Collections Consortium. The portal project began in 2018; the portal itself launched in October 2021 
(https://francoportal.org). This paper will describe the processes of this collaborative project and lessons learned in 
its effort to conceptualize a multi-institutional portal, identify and aggregate overlooked collections from over 75 
North American institutions, build contributing partnerships, transform and translate metadata with culturally 
specific markers, fundraise, and build a sustainable, post-custodial, bilingual digital system–all within the context of 
COVID-19 shutdowns and distancing. This paper will also describe how the portal and consortium are aiming to grow 
and evolve after the pandemic to raise awareness of this historically underserved cultural and language community, 
with collaborating institutions and team members spread throughout the United States and Canada both in-office 
and remotely.


