
Andy Huse, Archivist and Curator of Florida Studies

Sydney Jordan, Coordinator of LGBTQ+ Studies

John Clarke, Student Assistant for FLENH

Amanda Boczar, Curator, Digital Collections

Forward, Marsh!
Growing Ecology Collections at the 

University of South Florida Libraries



• The Green Swamp straddles five counties 
and feeds four major rivers

• From a distance, its waters don’t seem to 
move much at all

• Yet fresh water percolates 
insistently from a natural spout in the 
aquifer

• In the hydrological cycle, it is a kind of 
rebirth



From this mysterious source the Hillsborough 
River supplies drinking water to millions and vital 
fresh water to the fragile estuaries in Tampa Bay



• Our experience of building 
ecological collections bears 
some resemblance to the 
Hillsborough River or other 
Florida waterways

• It begins slowly with no clear 
direction

• It finds a path in the 
landscape

• Twists in its path can 
impede progress (there are 
no straight rivers in nature)

• It flows into the ocean, 
freshening its environs

Drawing 
the Map



The Landscape

• Florida Studies a pillar of collections
• Emphasis on history and humanities
• USF Libraries and aspirations for ARL
• Failure of previous strategic initiatives in SPC
• Consolidated of emphasis narrowed to:

• Florida Studies
• USF Archives
• Florida Environment and Natural History Collections
• LGBTQ+ Studies
• Children and Young Adult Literature
• Journalism
• Civil Rights

USF Special Collections



Growing 
Collections

• Staff open to new subjects and 
challenges

• The strength of a single thread
• Gradual/grudging buy-in from 

above
• Effective networking and large 

acquisitions: Audubon Florida
• Success inspires new strategic 

direction
• Florida Environment and 

Natural History (FLENH) 
prioritized in 2018



Swimming with the Current
• The scientific study of Florida is young, but maturing
• Records accumulating as activity intensifies and 

scholars retire
• Existing scientific publications are the tip of the 

iceberg, with old data/papers often left behind
• Neglected materials may be worthy of (re)discovery
• Statewide emphasis on STEM fields
• Challenges for non-STEM fields
• The Humanities: understanding the human 

condition



Paddling with 
the Current

• Archives and Academic Libraries are 
uniquely positioned to preserve and 
enhance scientific papers

• Salvage the human side of scientific 
study through archival material

• Harvest contextual/scientific 
information/metadata directly from 
creators and donors

• Recontextualize existing Florida Studies 
collections: synergy

• Curation and creation: oral history and 
digital exhibits

• Make natural history and ecology 
approachable for non-science scholars

• Data Management and open access 
publishing



Symbiotic Relationships

• Memos of understanding / partners

• Usually cash-poor partners

• Ingestion of digital material

• Digitizing archival material

• Collaboration on grants, projects 
and events



Winding Rivers
• STEM and SPC expertise
• Digital aspirations vs. realities
• The metadata question

• Acquisitions: How much is enough?
• SPC gets attention/funding: BIPs
• Hiring new subject specialists

https://lib.usf.edu/special-collections/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2021/06/FLENH-Designed-Plan_v4.pdf


Making Connections

• Multiple software migrations and 
new capabilities

• Challenges of cleanup and 
establishing best practices

• Centralizing and categorizing

• Understanding researcher 
perspective



Formalizing Links

• Improved specialized metadata

• Increasing keyword returns

• Linked bibliographies

• Importance of cross-training



Emphasizing 
the 'H' in 
FLENH

• Reaching a new audience
• Embedding resources in 

instruction
• Serving traditional 

departments: History and 
English

• Connections between strategic 
collecting areas



The River 
Widening:

Students & FLENH

• Metadata
• Research
• Contextualizing collections

• "The human side of 
scientific study"
• Connecting published 

papers to archival materials



Dr. Ogden Caribbean and Coral Reef Collection
• Researchers retiring, have accumulated materials from their careers

• Need for repositories to protect and share their collections

• Dr. Ogden influenced by colleagues who had donated their collections to libraries



Dr. Ogden Caribbean and 
Coral Reef Collection

• Metadata
• Species identification
• Research using field guides for marine 

species
• Reading the text-based journals to 

understand the images

Image: Humann, P. (1994). Reef Fish 
Identification: Florida, Caribbean, Bahamas. 
N. Deloach, Ed.



The Human Side of 
Scientific Study

• Connecting published papers to archival materials
• The Story of the Sea Turtle

• Journal Excerpt: 
• "On the way back it [the turtle] would give heavy 
sighs and viscous tears rolled out of her eyes....The 
crew- generally a hard-bitten, cynical lot has cast their 
lot with the turtle. There is a movement building and 
the dissection had better get going before it peaks."



Florida Ornithological Society -
Processing
• Transferring to Hollinger Boxes

• Retaining order

• Building the finding aid
• Increasing access for FOS members and the 

public

• Future potential for increased metadata
• Identifying those in photographs
• Providing additional context about the 

material
• Image: Dusky Seaside Sparrow, Nesting 

Record, FOS Collection



Highlighting Significance

• Supporting the FOS
• Curating materials for their 50th 

anniversary celebration

• Researching what Florida bird 
populations have been like in the past
• Able to inform current policies and 

conservation efforts

• The Dusky Seaside Sparrow
• Photo credit: USFWS/Science 

Source



Downstream – FLENH Goes Digital



Nesting Access Points

• Special Collections
• Digital Collections
• Calling : Earth
• Faculty Publications
• Digital Exhibits
• Data Management Access
• Partner Resources



New Pathways –
Eco-Literacies for Climate 

Action in Florida

• Environmental literature meets the 
archives

• Grant-funded partnership

• Multi-modal K-16+ educator 
resources



Digitization Investments

• Prioritizing FLENH materials
• Data
• Water
• Ornithology

• Outsourcing

• In-house digitization

• Accessibility



Lessons
Learned?
Adapt & Evolve

Questions?


