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John G. Riley 
Center & Museum 
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American History 
and Culture 
● Who is John G. Riley?

● What is the Riley House?



Who is John G. Riley?

● Born in 1857

● Businessman, Community Leader, 

Family Man, Educator

● House was built in 1890



What is the John G. Riley Center & Museum?

● At the core of our mission: Outreach, education, and advocacy

● Our Founder, Althemese Barnes

● Celebrates Mr. Riley’s life, which was one of triumph of achievement and elegant 

living

● More than a museum
○ Research Center

○ Families and communities across Tallahassee and Leon County





















In 2021, IMLS awarded the John G 
Riley Center and Museum of African 
American History and Culture a 
$246,250 Museum Grant for African 
American History and Culture



2021: Taking Time to Prep

● The original Project Team was called to order in October 2021

● Outlining the different needs to get in place prior to hiring of Interns

○ Logistics

○ Documentation

○ Workflows

● Outlining ideas of prioritization for digitization

● Exploring Omeka options



2022: Figuring Out How to Actually Do the Work
● Things took a little longer than 

planned (shocking!) and the planning 

stage went through April 2022

● Our first cohort of interns started in 

May 2022

● May 21st was the first workshop held 

as part of the grant

● Making all the adjustments because 

what we thought would work did 

not…

Noah Cole, Neissa Philamon and Daniel Arenas, first intern cohort, with project developer Kiah Asabea



2023: Continuing the Work around (Temporary) Road 
Blocks

● Complete review of all collections 

and doing a full prioritization 

re-work. Being clear we aren’t 

getting to everything and why

● Adjusting digitization guidelines 

and expectations

● Omeka Growing Pains

● Adding interns to help with the 

time deficient



Internship Experience
● Items

○ black experiences 
○ primary and secondary sources
○ diverse forms of material

● Digitizing 
○ familiar with software
○ organization through language
○ time efficiency

● Future
○ culture and the healthcare 

institution
○ public health
○ telehealth

● Neissa Philemon
○ Undergraduate

○ Pre-medical

○ Public Health



Caroline’s Experience



Thank You!
Questions?


